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friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say,
“I will take revenge;
I will pay them back,
says the LORD.
HOW TO ENSURE WE DON’T FALL INTO THE
TRAP OF TAKING OFFENSE
FIRST – ask God to reveal those hurts you’re holding in
your heart to you
 Psalm 139:1 (NLT) O LORD, you have examined my
heart and know everything about me.

OFFENSE DOES NOT MEAN HAVING A DIFFERENCE OF
OPINION
1 Peter 2:7-8 (ESV) So the honor is for you who believe, but for
those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
8 and “A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
LIVING UNOFFENDED IS A CHOICE
Ephesians 4:31-32 (NLT) Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger,
harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven
you.
Romans 12:17-19 (NLT) Never pay back evil with more evil.
Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are
honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.

SECOND – we need to ask God to forgive us for the ways
that we have offended others
 Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 Point
out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along
the path of everlasting life.
 Matthew 6:12 (NLT) Jesus taught us to pray, and forgive
us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against
us.
THIRD – Just do it - Forgive the one who offended you
 Colossians 3:13 (NLT) Make allowance for each other’s
faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember,
the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.
THE ALWAYS, SOMETIMES AND NEVERS OF
FORGIVENESS
Forgiving offense ALWAYS means releasing it to God
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James 1:20 (NLT) Human anger does not produce the
righteousness God desires.

Forgiving offense SOMETIMES means pointing out the offense
to the one who offended us
 Matthew 18:15 (NLT) If another believer sins against
you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other
person listens and confesses it, you have won that
person back.

SECOND - remember that God's plan for you is greater than
any offense you may suffer
 Romans 12:20-21 (NLT) Instead,
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them.
If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap
burning coals of shame on their heads.”
21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing
good.
 Genesis 50:20 (NLT) You intended to harm me, but God
intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so
I could save the lives of many people.

Forgiveness means ALWAYS refusing to take revenge
(Romans 12:19)

TAKE IT FURTHER/CHALLENGE:

Forgiving offense SOMETIMES means overlooking the offense
 Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) A person’s wisdom yields patience;
it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense

Forgiveness NEVER means allowing someone who has hurt
you, to actively continue to do so
 Luke 17:4 (NLT) Even if that person wrongs you seven
times a day and each time turns again and asks
forgiveness, you must forgive



Forgiveness is NEVER a “one-and-done”
 We as humans have terrible memories for God’s
goodness and faithfulness
 But we’ve got minds like a steel trap for offenses







TWO FINAL TRUTHS FOR LIVING UNOFFENDED:
FIRST – pray for those who have offended you
(LIKE JESUS, NOT LIKE DAVID
)
 Matthew 5:44 (NLT) But I say, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.

Can you think of a time when you committed an offense
against someone else? How did you handle that?
How about a time someone else offended you? How did
you handle that? Did you overlook the offense, or bring it
to them (or others – be honest with yourself)?
What offenses and hurts are you continuing to hold on
to? How is that affecting your relationship with others
and with God?
How might you be able to use the scriptures and Biblical
points from today’s message to forgive?

Re-watch any of our past messages at
https://www.facebook.com/JustChurchHaverhill/
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