STAND – Week #1
STAND OUT
April 25, 2021

Daniel 1:1-5 (NIV) - In the third year of the reign of
Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the
Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
along with some of the articles from the temple of God.
These he carried off to the temple of his god in
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.
3
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court
officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the
Israelites from the royal family and the
nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect,
handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of
learning, well informed, quick to understand, and
qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach
them the language and literature of the

Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount
of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be
trained for three years, and after that they were to
enter the king’s service.
Daniel 5:11a (NIV) There is a man in your kingdom
who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of
your father he was found to have insight and
intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods.
“ALL IN” - to bet everything on a hand
“In the game of poker, it refers to the moment when a
player—whether out of bravado, recklessness, or
desperation—bets ALL of his or her chips on a single
hand.”
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Ephesians 6:11-13 (NIV) Put on the full armor of
God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with
the readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.
Ephesians 6:14-17 (NIV) Stand firm then, with the belt
of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate
of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.

Daniel 1:6-7 (NIV) Among those who were chosen
were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to
Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah,
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah,
Abednego.
Daniel 1:8 (NIV) But Daniel resolved not to
defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he
asked the chief official for permission not to defile
himself this way.
Daniel 1:15-20 (NIV) At the end of the ten days they
looked healthier and better nourished than any of the
young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took
away their choice food and the wine they were to drink
and gave them vegetables instead. 17 To these four
young men God gave knowledge and understanding of
all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could
understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 18 At the
end of the time set by the king to bring them into his
service, the chief official presented them to
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he
found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the
king questioned them, he found them ten times better
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole
kingdom.
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SINNER’S PRAYER:
God, I know I'm a sinner. I can't fix myself.
But I believe you can. Come into my life.
And make me new. I give myself to you.
In Jesus' name, I pray.

TAKE IT FURTHER:
Have you ever been in a position that you felt you
needed to take a stand for what was right, but you
chose to blend in instead? How did that affect you?
Have you ever needed to take a stand for what was
right and you did it? How did that affect you?
Do you live out your walk with God ALL IN? If not,
why? What are the stumbling blocks that the enemy
puts in your path to lead you back to the ways of
this world?
CHALLENGE: Think of an area in your life that you
may have been just “blending in” to the world. How
can you ask God to help give you strength in this
area to change that?
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