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TRAVELING LIGHT - And Letting Go 
Week #4 

Letting Go of Control 
December 11, 2022 

 
 
Luke 1:26-38 NLT  In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was 
engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of King David.  Gabriel appeared to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”  
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the 
angel could mean.  “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel 
told her, “for you have found favor with God!  You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him 
Jesus.  He will be very great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High…  Mary asked the angel, “But how can this 
happen? I am a virgin.”  The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and 
he will be called the Son of God... Mary responded, “I am 
the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about 
me come true.”  
 

Luke 1:38 ESV Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of 
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.”  
 
Matt 11:28-30 NIV  “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Luke 17:33 NIV “Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life will preserve it.” 
 
Luke 17:33  The Message “If you grasp and cling to life on 
your terms, you’ll lose it, but if you let that life go, you’ll get 
life on God’s terms.” 
 
Matthew 17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James 
and John, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves.2 There he was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white 
as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If 
you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, 
and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the 
ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. 
“Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 
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John 8:10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and 
struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. 11 Jesus 
commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the 
cup the Father has given me?” 

TAKE IT FURTHER/CHALLENGE:  
• How do you think you’d respond if you were Mary 
or Joseph in their situation in Luke 1:26-38? 
• If total trust is a 0, and total control is a 10, where 
do you land on the control scale? 
• When is the last time you surrendered control and 
trusted God with something you cared deeply about? 
What happened?  
• What would you have to do to give up control and 
trust God with the specific things you’re trying to control? 

 
Re-watch any of our past messages at 
https://www.facebook.com/JustChurchHaverhill/  

 
Thank you for your faithful support! Checks may be sent to  

Just Church, PO Box 468, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Or you can give online at:  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT JUST CHURCH 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS - SPECIAL CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
EVENT- On Tuesday Dec 13th at Ray of Light Cafe we will have 
our annual Blue Christmas service of remembrance and hope.  
The Christmas season can bring up feelings of loss and despair 
and God wants to heal us so we may experience the love, joy 
and peace in the miracle birth of His son Jesus.  We'll have a 
meal at 5:45 and service will begin at 6:30pm.  At 7:30pm there 
will be small group meetings to share with the Just Church 
Pastors and CR leaders your specific memories or traumas that 
we can bring before the Lord in prayer.     

CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER – Christmas gives us the 
opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus by blessing the 
students at Gateway Academy in Haverhill. Please visit our 
Christmas table and take a “Christmas Bulb” to make your 
donation to bless a child this Christmas. Through December 
18th. Any questions, please see Linda Incontri or Melissa 
Adams.  
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST -  Saturday 12/17 at 9am. Ray of Light 
Recovery Café, 92 Merrimack St, Haverhill (above A1 Deli). 
Great time of sharing time together with food and devotions.  
HOMELESS MINISTRY - Sandwiches needed! 20-30 
sandwiches needed every Saturday https://justchurch.net/street-
ministry/ for more info.   
 
 
 


